
 
 
EDC 578:  Educating Children with Cochlear Implants and their Families 
 (3 credits) 
 
Course Description: 
This course is designed to provide the participant with a greater knowledge of the theoretical and 
educational principles underlying the management of young children with cochlear implants.  
Parent-focused intervention, listening and spoken language development, assessment, 
habilitation and performance outcomes are addressed. 
 
Course Objectives 
 
At the conclusion of this course participants will be able to: 
 

• outline the auditory, speech and language benchmarks for children with hearing loss 
using cochlear implants 

• compare and contrast current practices underlying the management children with hearing 
loss using cochlear implants 

• identify issues in counseling parents of children with hearing loss 
• develop auditory goals and objectives for children with cochlear implants in early 

intervention and preschool settings 
• compare and contrast performance outcomes as a function of age at implantation 
• consider the special needs of children with implants who present with physical, situational  

or learning challenges to maximize the auditory potential of the device 
 
Course Content 
 
I. Auditory, speech and language benchmarks of children with cochlear implants 

A. auditory skills hierarchy 
B. language development 
C. speech intelligibility and articulation 
 

II.Early intervention practices 
A. Family-centered services 

1. In-home services 
2. Center-based services  

B.  Private Therapy 
C.  Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSP)  

1. current functioning 
2. goals and objectives 
 

III. Preschool programs 
A. OPTION schools 
B. Other private schools 
C. Public schools 
 

 
 
 



IV. Parent Counseling 
A. Stages of grief 
B. Informational counseling 
C. Parent to parent support 

 
IV. Auditory assessments and auditory curriculum 

A. Speech Perception Instructional  Curriculum Evaluation (SPICE) 
B. AUSPLAN 
C. Learn to Talk Around the Clock 

 
V. Performance outcomes 
 A. auditory, speech and language outcomes 
 B. effect of age at implantation 
 
V I.  Children with challenges 
 A. physical challenges 
 B. cognitive challenges 
 C. language other than English in the home 
 D. economic challenges 

 
Assessment 
 

• Completion of Pre-requisite Learning packet (40%) 
• Discussions during guided observations in Onsite Learning (30%) 
• Lesson plan development during Mentorship (30%) 

 
 
Textbook  
 
Chute, P.M., and Nevins, M.E. (2006).  School professionals working with children with cochlear 
implants.  San Diego: Plural Publishing, Inc.   
 
Cole, E. and Flexer, C. (2007).  Children with hearing loss developing listening and talking birth to 
six.  San Diego: Plural Publishing, Inc.  
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