CHICKENPOX

VIRUS (or VARICELLA)

DISEASE: HOW IT SPREADS

Sneezing | Coughing | Physical contact with broken blisters |
Virus particles in air from broken blisters

DISEASE: SYMPTOMS

About 300-500 red bumps that become blisters | Tiredness |
Fever | Headache | Vomiting | Diarrhea

DISEASE: POSSIBLE COMPLICATIONS

Pneumonia | Bacterial infection of blisters | Low platelet count |
Inflammation of the brain, heart, kidneys, testes, liver or iris |
Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) | Excessive bleeding |

Arthritis | Death

DISEASE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW

e About 70 of every 10,000 hospitalized children will die.

* Thevirus lives silently in nerves and can cause shingles later
in life.

e Chickenpox only occurs in people.

LIVE, WEAKENED VIRAL VACCINE

VACCINE: SIDE EFFECTS

Common (Number of people per 100)
Injection site reaction (19-24) | Low-grade fever (10-15) |
Mild rash (4-6)

Rare

DISEASE:
CONTAGIOUSNESS

If1infected person is in contact with
10 susceptible people, 9 of the 10 will
likely develop chickenpox.
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9 out of 10 people will become infected

DISEASE: TYPICAL
LENGTH OF ILLNESS

Symptoms of chickenpox last about
7 days.

WEEKS ChiCkenpOX MONTHS

None VACCINE: REASONS TO GET IT

Very rare (Number of people per 1,000,000)
Serious allergic reaction (<1)

VACCINE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW

* People allergic to gelatin should not get this vaccine. .

vaccine.chop.edu/on-the-go

Chickenpox still exists.

People can develop severe complications
or die.

Some people rely on those around them
for protection.

Getting the vaccine decreases the risk for
shingles later in life.

The chickenpox vaccine is safe.
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