
DISEASE: SYMPTOMS
Stage 1: Fever | Vomiting | Nausea | Aversion to food | Headache | Rash |  
Abdominal pain | Dark-colored urine
Stage 2: Jaundice | Discoloration of feces | Enlarged and tender liver

HEPATITIS B DISEASE:  
CONTAGIOUSNESS
If 10 susceptible people live with one 
person infected with hepatitis B,  
4 of 10 will likely become infected.

DISEASE: TYPICAL 
LENGTH OF ILLNESS
The first stage of hepatitis B infection 
can last up to 10 days. The second stage 
can last up to 3 weeks. Some people 
will become chronically infected and 
may not realize it until they develop 
liver cancer or liver failure.

DISEASE: HOW IT SPREADS
Exposure to an infected person’s blood directly (e.g., bites that break skin, 
sex) or from blood on objects even if not visible (e.g., needles, washcloths, 
toothbrushes, razors, toys, utensils, tattooing equipment)

DISEASE: POSSIBLE COMPLICATIONS
Severe liver damage | Liver failure | Liver cancer | Death

DISEASE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW
•	 About half of chronically infected people in the U.S. do not know they 

are infected, making spread of the virus more likely.
•	 About 5,000 people die from hepatitis B each year in the U.S.
•	 Young children are less likely to have symptoms but more likely to develop 

chronic infections. About 9 of every 10 infants exposed to hepatitis B will 
develop chronic, life-shortening infections.

•	 This virus can live on surfaces for 7 days and is about 100 times more  
infectious than HIV.
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VIRUS

RECOMBINANT VACCINE

VACCINE: SIDE EFFECTS
Common (Number of people per 100)
Injection site reaction (1-29) | Low-grade fever (1-6) | 
Headache (1-25) |  Tiredness (1-25) | Irritability (1-20) 

Rare
None

Very rare (Number of people per 1,000,000)
Serious allergic reaction (1-2)

VACCINE: REASONS TO GET IT
•	 Hepatitis B virus infects about 100,000  

people in the U.S. every year.
•	 Many people don’t know they’re infected.
•	 The consequences of infection tend to be 

worse when infected before 5 years of age.
•	 People can get infected from amounts of 

blood that can’t be seen with the naked eye.
•	 The hepatitis B vaccine is safe.

VACCINE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW
•	 Before hepatitis B vaccine was recommended for all  

infants in the U.S., about 18,000 children less than 10 
years of age were infected with hepatitis B each year.
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