
DISEASE: SYMPTOMS
Symptoms vary based on the complication that occurs.

HIB DISEASE:  
CONTAGIOUSNESS
While anyone can get Hib, infections 
often occur in children less than 
4 years of age. If 10 susceptible  
children in this age group are exposed 
to a person infected with Hib, up to 1 of 
the 10 will become infected.

DISEASE: TYPICAL 
LENGTH OF ILLNESS
The length of illness varies based on a 
number of factors, including which  
complications occur. The image shows 
the likelihood of different complications.

DISEASE: HOW IT SPREADS
Sneezing | Coughing 

DISEASE: POSSIBLE COMPLICATIONS
Meningitis | Sepsis | Arthritis | Osteomyelitis | Pericarditis | 
Pneumonia | Epiglottitis | Otitis media

DISEASE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW
•	 Four of 100 people with Hib meningitis will die.
•	 Hib was the most common cause of meningitis in children less than  

5 years of age before there was a vaccine.
•	 Hib antibodies pass through the placenta before birth, but they’re 

short-lived. As protection wanes during the first 6 months of life, risk 
for a Hib infection increases. Infants should be fully immunized by  
6 months of age, so they’re protected during this vulnerable time.

vaccine.chop.edu/on-the-go

BACTERIA

POLYSACCHARIDE VACCINE (CONJUGATE)

VACCINE: SIDE EFFECTS
Common (Number of people per 100)
Injection site reaction (5-30) | Low-grade fever (11-26) | 
Loss of appetite (1-20) | Irritability (62-71) 

Rare
None

Very rare (Number of people per 1,000,000)
Serious allergic reaction (<1) VACCINE: REASONS TO GET IT

•	 Hib still exists.
•	 Infants and young children are most at risk.
•	 Unvaccinated and partially vaccinated  

children are at higher risk.
•	 The Hib vaccine decreases the number of Hib 

carriers in the population.
•	 The Hib vaccine is safe.

VACCINE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW
•	 Before the vaccine, Hib was common in the nose and 

back of the throat. Most people with the bacteria 
were not sick, but they could spread it to others. Each 
year, about 20,000 children would have serious Hib 
infections, and some would die.

•	 The Hib vaccine doesn’t prevent all causes of  
meningitis. Other bacteria and some viruses can also 
cause meningitis.
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