Human
papillomavirus
VIRUS
DISEASE: HOW IT SPREADS

Genital-to-genital contact (most often, but not always during sex) |
Oral-to-genital contact
DISEASE: SYMPTOMS

Infection with no symptoms: Most common; often clears without a
person ever knowing they were infected

Infection with symptoms: Genital or anal warts

Chronic infections: No symptoms for months or years, but eventually
precancerous and cancerous changes in infected cells

DISEASE: POSSIBLE COMPLICATIONS

Cancers of the cervix, vulva, penis, anus, head and neck |
Recurrent respiratory papillomatosis (RRP) | Death

DISEASE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW

e Most HPV infections clear on their own without causing
long-term health problems.

* Everyyear, more than 33,000 people in the U.S. die from cancers
caused by HPV.

» About1ofevery 3 cancers associated with HPV occurs in males.

RECOMBINANT VACCINE

VACCINE: SIDE EFFECTS

Common (Number of people per 100)
Injection site reaction (20-90) | Low-grade fever (10-13)

Rare (Number of people per 100,000)

DISEASE:
CONTAGIOUSNESS

Eight of 10 people will be exposed

to HPV within the first 5 years of
becoming sexually active. Some will
become chronically infected, leading
to cancer years later.
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8 out of 10 people will be exposed to HPV
within 5 years of becoming sexually active

DISEASE: TYPICAL

LENGTH OF ILLNESS

HPV infections typically last for
about 6 months before clearing on
their own.
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Fainting (8) VACCINE: REASONS TO GET IT

e The HPV vaccine is the best way to prevent
Veq rare (Nl-lmber .Of people per 1,000,000) cancers caused by the 9 types in the vaccine.
Serious allergic reaction (1) « Anyone (male or female) can develop cancer

from long-term HPV infections.

VACCINE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW

e Use of the HPV vaccine has been found to

* It'srecommended to stay seated at the doctor’s decrease the spread of HPV in the community.
office for 15 minutes after vaccination due to e Sexually active people can still benefit from
the low risk of fainting. The risk of fainting after the vaccine because most people haven’t been
receipt of HPV vaccine is similar to that of other infected with all 9 types in the vaccine.
vaccines given during adolescence. e The HPV vaccine is safe.
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