
DISEASE: SYMPTOMS
Early onset symptoms: Headache | Fever | Upper respiratory symptoms | 
Cough | Nausea | Vomiting | Diarrhea
If nervous system infected: Stiffness of muscles | Seizures | Paralysis | 
Light sensitivity | Altered mental status | Involuntary movements |  
Swelling of the brain | Coma | Death
Long-term or permanent disabilities:  Seizures | Memory loss | Impaired 
comprehension | Muscle weakness or paralysis | Impaired coordination

JEV DISEASE:  
CONTAGIOUSNESS
JEV spreads by the bite of a mosquito  
carrying the virus. It does not spread 
from person to person.

DISEASE: TYPICAL LENGTH 
OF ILLNESS
JEV causes early onset symptoms in the
first 1 to 2 weeks of infection. During the 
second week, the virus may affect the 
nervous system leading to additional 
symptoms and complications. People  
who survive after having complications 
of JEV often experience long-term or 
permanent disabilities.

DISEASE: HOW IT SPREADS
Bite of a mosquito | No person-to-person spread

DISEASE: POSSIBLE COMPLICATIONS
Permanent brain damage | Coma | Death

DISEASE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW
•	 Half of people with encephalitis (50 of 100) will have permanent 

brain damage, and 25 of every 100 will die.
•	 JEV can also infect pigs, birds and horses, and these animals  

contribute to its spread.
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VIRUS

KILLED VIRAL VACCINE

VACCINE: SIDE EFFECTS
Common (Number of people per 100)
Headache (20) | Muscle aches (20) | Feeling “out of 
sorts” (20) | Injection site reaction, including  
possibly a lump (1) 

Rare
None

Very rare (Number of people per 1,000,000)
Hypersensitivity (22-44) | Seizures or brain swelling 
(<11-22) | Serious allergic reaction (<1)

VACCINE: REASONS TO GET IT
•	 While JEV can be mild, some  

people will experience swelling of 
the brain (encephalitis) that can 
cause permanent brain damage, 
coma and death.

•	 The JEV vaccine is safe.
VACCINE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW
•	 Not all travelers need this vaccine.
•	 The vaccine should be started at least 5 weeks before travel.
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