RA B ' E S DISEASE:

CONTAGIOUSNESS
VIRUS

Rabies is not contagious.
Someone with rabies cannot infect
DISEASE: HOW IT SPREADS another person.
Bite of an infected animal | Infected animal licks an open wound -~ @
'i‘ + % -t

DISEASE: SYMPTOMS

1 susceptible person 1 infected animal
Early stage: Tiredness | Sore throat | Chills | Vomiting | Headache
Late stage: Hallucinations | Unusual behavior | Difficulty swallowing | !l
Fear of water | Excess saliva production | Coma | Paralysis | Death i
DISEASE: POSSIBLE COMPLICATIONS 1 infected person
If left untreated, death is certain. i
DISEASE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW
* Symptoms start about 1 to 2 months after exposure.
o Ifbitten by an animal, clean the wound well then call your doctor or
local health department about next steps.
» Contacting a healthcare provider after an animal bite or scratch is DISEASE: TYPICAL
useful, regardless of concerns about rabies, because those types of LENGTH OF ILLNESS
wounds often become infected. Early-stage symptoms last 2 - 10

days. The more severe, later-stage
symptoms last about 7 days.

KILLED VIRAL VACCINE

WEEKS Rabies MONTHS

VACCINE: SIDE EFFECTS
Common (Number of people per 100) !
Sore arm (30-74) | Headache (5-40) | Nausea or vomiting (5-40) |
Fever and joint pain (6) - _
Rare (Number of people per 10,000) ’
Serious allergic reaction (1)
Very rare (Number of people per 1,000,000)
None
VACCINE: OTHER THINGS TO KNOW VACCINE: REASONS TO GETIT
¢ The vaccine can be given after exposure and still be  Most often this vaccine is given after a

protective because of the delayed start of symptoms. possible exposure. Once symptoms begin,
* Travelers and those at risk for job-related exposure rabies is fatal.

may be vaccinated before an exposure. Vaccinated e The rabies vaccine is safe.

people still need medical care after an exposure, but
the type of medical care needed is less complex.
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