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Radiology and IBD

ÅSeveral imaging tests can be done

ÅImages can: diagnose, plan 
treatments, or assess treatments

ÅSome tests include:

ÅX-rays

ÅMRI

ÅUltrasound



Child Life Specialists

ÅDedicated radiology child life specialists help 
provide strategies for your child to prepare for and 
cope with their radiology procedure

Åage-appropriate and therapeutic play, preparation, 
coping skills education, distraction, emotional 
support and much more

ÅBefore, during and after imaging
ÅChild friendly cartoon videos

ÅListen to common MRI sounds ahead of time

ÅXrayslide show

ÅCoping guides



Child Life

ÅCartoon 
videos to 
prepare for 
imaging



MRI Sounds



Kid Friendly Slide Show



Radiology and IBD

ÅWe have a pretend MRI 
scanner in our outpatient 
center.

ÅIf you would like to go to 
the pretend scanner first, 
call the radiology child life 
team

267-426-7020 
radiologychildlife@email.chop.edu

mailto:radiologychildlife@email.chop.edu


Tips from our Child Life Specialists





MRI

ÅStrong magnets produce 
detailed images inside the body

ÅPatients lay down inside the 
tube during the scan

ÅYou can use an MRI to scan any 
part of the body ςfor kids with 
IBD, we scan the abdomen and 
pelvis



MRI

ÅA technologist will help you lie 
down head first in the scanner. 
You will be able to talk to the 
technologist through an intercom 
and they will be watching you 
through a window!

ÅWhen the MRI makes loud 
tapping noises, Those are the 
magnets in the machine turning 
on and off. ςyou can wear 
earplugs or even watch a movie.



MRI

ÅBefore the exam, patients will drink oral 
contrast material which tastes a little like 
fruit juice!

ÅYou can taste this contrast agent at our 
booth 



MRI

ÅIV contrast will also be given, 
and a drug may be given to 
decrease movement of the 
bowel.

ÅTell your doctor about any health 
problems, recent surgeries or 
allergies



Ultrasound

ÅUltrasound imaging uses sound 
waves to produce pictures of the 
inside of the body

ÅRequires almost no preparation!

ÅWe ask you to drink non-carbonated 
fluid 30 mins before the ultrasound



Ultrasound

ÅExam time takes about 15-30 mins without IV contrast

ÅIf you get IV contrast, it will be closer to 60 mins total


